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Welcome speech of C. Lacirignola, Director of CIHEAM - MAIB

Dear participants, | am very glad to welcome you to the CIHEAM Institute of
Bari on this important occasion.

Let me thank and welcome all the partners of MEDSPRING, and the
European Commission, which financially supports this project, here
represented by Fadila Boughanemi of DG Research,.

| am also pleased to extend my welcome to those who are attending this
meeting not as project partner: Raffaele Liberali from MIUR; Puglia Region
representatives; the representatives of the Spanish Ministry, (MINECO) and
the French Ministry of Research and Higher education. And | also welcome
Khaled El Shuraydeh, co-chair of the MOCO in the frame of the UFM.

| am here to officially open the works of the kick off meeting of
MEDSPRING, which, according to its title, intends to be a real gateway to
support the regional Euro-Mediterranean Science & Technology
cooperation on research and innovation.

The Project addresses selected societal challenges in the region: energy,
high-quality affordable food, scarcity of resources, particularly water.
Reinforcing cooperation on these societal challenges will be done through
capacity building, networking, brokerage on research and innovation,
monitoring, support to policy, and institutional synergies to back up long
and sustainable cooperation.



MEDSPRING could constitute an important milestone in the Euro-
Mediterranean policy dialogue, and | really thank the Mediterranean
Partner Countries for the restless effort done in all these recent years in
making clear that we need to develop a different way of cooperation, based
on shared knowledge, co-ownership and common decision. The success of
MIRA project, in which many of you have been involved in the last years, is
a significant result achieved in this spirit. MEDSPRING in fact is built on
MIRA. And | take here the chance to thank the MIRA Coordinator Raphael
Rodriguez.

The partnership of MEDSPRING is very inclusive. Almost all the north and
south Mediterranean countries (18 Countries) are involved through the
most relevant institutions. They will all work together to translate into
actions these principles of co-ownership and co-decision through
MEDSPRING.

| noticed that Egypt, a Member of our Intergovernmental Institution since
1986, is the Deputy Coordinator of the project, but | am sure that all the
other CIHEAM Member countries will also feel like they are involved with

us in leading the project.

As most of you know, CIHEAM Bari research and cooperation activities
range from post-graduate courses to research, capacity building,
networking, support to policy in different thematic areas: water and soil,
biodiversity, food, rural development, sustainable agriculture, marine
environment with special regard to fishery and aquaculture. We are
exploring ways of cooperation in new sectors important for the region, like
health-diet-food, logistics, energy.



CIHEAM is an intergovernmental organization that delivers its institutional
Mediterranean Education and Research Programmes in the spirit of north—
south co-ownership and co-decision. CIHEAM Research and training are
oriented to and monitored by north and south process of co-decision.

Our mission is to be at the service of the Mediterranean countries, trying to
interpret their needs responsively and provide them with practical
solutions in a wide range of sectors and disciplines.

Coordinating a project like MEDSPRING is embedded in our genetics, in
view of contributing to the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.

CIHEAM is at the service of the Mediterranean countries and its
commitment continues to promote the cooperation principles emphasized
on different occasions during the last years.

| took part in Barcelona Conference last year and | was glad to hear about
the political wish to pursue a “renewed Euro-Mediterranean Partnership”
based on principles of co-ownership and co-decision. CIHEAM is since ever
the promoter of such a strong partnership.

As Director of CIHEAM Bari, | am glad to hear that MEDSPRING could also
contribute to the development of a stable and sustainable regional
cooperation through ad hoc initiatives, like for example, Article 185 of the
Union Treaty. It was for me a pleasure to host yesterday a formal meeting
in this regard, which was chaired by MIUR as Leader of the initiative.

In addition to MEDSPRING, the CIHEAM coordinates other regional
cooperation projects. Among them, | would like to mention the project
“Feeding Knowledge”, supported by Italy in the framework of the Universal



Exposition 2015, which will be hosted in Milan. With this initiative, | see
opportunities of synergies, as it is addressing a common challenge: FOOD.

| want to remind that synergies among regional initiatives supported by
Member states, Mediterranean partner countries and EU, have been
encouraged on several occasions, particularly in MOCO. Therefore we will
work to build synergies across different Member states and Mediterranean
partner countries initiatives.

As you know, we are confronted with an important challenge that is how to
correctly interpret — through the implementation of research and
innovation projects and programmes - the fast-changing society,
particularly in the southern rim of the Mediterranean, which needs a full
support - and by all means - for the accomplishment of a fully sustainable
development.

We can no longer believe in the socio-economic growth and sustainability
of north Mediterranean countries, and maybe of all EU, without our
southern neighbours. The Mediterranean sea must not be a divide but a
reason for a better north-south integration.

| hope MEDSPRING will successfully achieve all its goals and substantially
contribute to developing a vision of a stronger Mediterranean cooperation.

Finally, | want to thank all of you for entrusting CIHEAM Bari with the
coordination of this initiative. | hope we will serve the consortium and
project with the spirit of cooperation which has always characterized our
institution for 50 years. Let me close my welcome address by wishing you a
fruitful meeting today; and | hope to see you again tonight for the social
dinner.



