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Rationale of the First Networking Meeting

1. Background:

As highlighted by the existing literature and in several workshops, the way to observe and monitor
EU-MED cooperation and trends in the selected societal challenges is still fragmented. Existing
Euro-Mediterranean observatories are established as independent entities with little common
linkages, giving rise to a query as to why this situation of extreme fragmentation is present as well
as the possibility to support cooperation of different monitoring initiatives undertaken by relevant
Euro-Mediterranean observatories, national observatories and large infrastructures.

MedSpring, through Work Package 8 (WP8), has two main tasks in this regard:

1- Identification of Euro-Mediterranean thematic observatories relevant to policy and
cooperation monitoring and monitoring of trends and indicators in relation to the societal
challenges addressed by MedSpring: resource efficiency, high quality affordable food and
energy.

2- Networking to establish relations with existing Euro-Mediterranean observatories and
analysis of their objectives, functionality and potentials.

Task n°l should be a central and initial step of WP8 since it aims at providing a common
knowledge base to develop a shared vision of a “cooperation platform” of Euro-Mediterranean
observatories and to establish suitable relations between them. A catalogue of the Euro-
Mediterranean Observatories is under realization and with the help of an online survey should
permit to :

- Elaborate a state of the art of existing thematic observatories acting in the region.

- Provide a comprehensive analysis of their functionalities, objectives and scope.

- Provide information on the objects and types of data collected in the region.

- Understand their needs and roles in the regional Euro-Mediterranean cooperation on

research and innovation.

The MedSpring Observatory Survey has been prepared and circulated.
The survey is available at: http://sondages.cortext.fr/index.php?sid=7893 1 &lang=en

2. Follow-up:
WPS foresees a number of networking meetings towards,
- Establishing or strengthening cooperation among existing observatories acting in the
Mediterranean region
- Explore new opportunities of collaboration



Design scenarios to support bi-regional cooperation in the societal challenges

3. Relevance and possible integration of infrastructure projects
Infrastructures of research are critical for building the capacities of the research institutions in the

Euro-Mediterranean region.

Therefore, MedSpring will explore the possibility to invite

coordinators of FP7 research infrastructures projects' addressing international cooperation and
interested to take part in networking activities, in order to:

Exchange experiences on the ways this notion of observatories is understood inside
infrastructure programmes/projects.
Build new partnerships based on the experience and results of previous and on-going
research infrastructure projects funded by the EC.
Support MedSpring activities regarding elaboration of first recommendations to support
and monitor the EU-MED cooperation on research and innovation

4. 1* Networking Meeting

The 1* Networking Meeting is planned on 19 December 2013 in Paris, France.

(Université de la Sorbonne - Université Paris Descartes - Room F 673, 1 rue Victor Cousin -
75005 Paris).

The main objective of the 1* Networking Meeting will be the following:

To discuss on the preliminary results of the survey, in view of defining the best
categorization of the observatories and to find common aspects,

To exchange on the regional cooperation issues and to plan a networking event with a
large audience (date, venue, links with other WPs)

To discuss the main analytical dimensions for the follow-up of the analysis (thematic
choices, pilot actions, “best practices” to be discussed).

To create a small group of persons that would work in order to provide a comprehensive
analysis, mapping of the observatories and elaborate some scenarios and trends as well as
new opportunities for collaboration.

Preliminary Agenda:

“Tour de table” of participants — Introduction of the Workshop

Brief presentation of MED-SPRING and of the “observatory of observatories” project
under Work Package 8

Discussion of preliminary results of the surveys

Presentation of the list of observatories and its analysis

Presentation of new collaborative opportunities in the frame of the Research
infrastructures programme under Horizon 2020 (TBC)

Discussion around the scope and main thematic orientations and issues that appear as
critical and of interest. Types of trends/scenarios that could be designed.

Further activities that could be envisioned on cooperation of observations

Proposals for the creation of a small executive group to develop the analysis.
Planning ahead: next meetings and types

! http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index _en.cfm?pg=eranet#paerip




