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STATE-OF-THE-ART OF 

THE OBSERVATORY 



MANDATE 

 

 

 

Plan Bleu ,  as a centre  

with international duties within 

a regional cooperation framework, is responsible for : 

 

 the production of information and knowledge aimed 

at warning decision makers and actors of 

environmental and sustainable development 

challenges in the Mediterranean,  

 

 for the design of possible futures for decisions to be 

enlightened. 



1. To identify, collect and process permanently and 

continually environmental, but also economic and social 

information useful to stakeholders and decision makers 

2. To assess the interactions between the environment and 

economic and social development in order to measure 

progress towards sustainable development 

3. To carry out analyses and prospective studies in order 

to help building future visions and supporting decisions 

4. To disseminate and communicate the findings and 

outputs in ways 

 

4 OBJECTIVES 



GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE 

 Mediterranean region :  
Countries and entities 
bordering the  
Mediterranean Sea 
with 3 main levels :  

 National 

 Watersheds  (mainly for the water issues) 

 Littoral and coastal  : 
Coastal Regions (eq NUTS 2, NUTS 3), Coastal cities 
(eq LAU 2), Sites,  marine areas, and some specific 
areas (CAMP, « hot-spots », …) 

 
 Could be extended (for example and 

comparison) to Europe and others world regions 



ISSUES AND THEMES 

Wat Ener Tran Tour Coast Rur Urb … 

E
n
v
iro

n
m

e
n
t 

Climatic Change 

Loss of Biodiversity 

Protection of Seas 

and Oceans 

E
c
o
n
o
m

y
 

Growth and 

distribution of the 

growth benefits 

Jobs creation 

Regulation of the 

globalisation 

S
o
c
ia

l 

Access for all to the 

essential services 

Reinforcement of the 

health and education 

Fight against 

discriminations 



A BRIEF GENERAL 

DESCRIPTION OF TYPES 

OF DATA COLLECTED & 

DATA SHARING 

MODLITIES: 



A lot of data are collected from international and national sources 
and from international and nationalsexperts/studies 

UN system (UNSD,UNEP,UNDP, WB, FAO, WTO, WHO, 
WB), WRI, … 

Regional level : UN-ESCWA, UN-ECE, OECD … 

European : EEA, Eurostat, JRC 

Mediterranean (MAP system, OME, IUCN-Med, ...) 

National (MoE, National Observatories, NSO, …) 

Local (Regions, Cities, Coastal Observatories, …)  

…. 

 

 
 

DATA AND STATISTICS 



UNODC 

UNWTO 

ILO 

UNICEF ITU 

OECD 

UNDP 

UNESCO 

WB 

UNAIDS 

UNPD 

UNFCCC 

WHO 

UNIDO 

FAO 

UNSD   

UN-DATA 

WB - WDI 

MoE 

NSI 

Universities 

Other Ministries 

Case studies 

BP studies 

Experts 

1. International 

sources  (UN, EU, 

OECD, …) 

2. National sources 

UNSD 

SIMEDD 

3. Specific 

sources 

EUROSTAT 

Observatories 

EEA 

sub-national 

 and specific 

 national  

data 

Common 

 national 

 data 

specific  

data  

(watersheds, 

filling gaps) 



 

The objective of SIMEDD is to better collect , structure all these 
data and information and share this information using via a web 
Interface (English/French)  
  
 People interested in the Mediterranean region (and all other 

interested persons) 

 and obviously  
 Blue Plan staff for its own work. 

 

Use of the international standards (such as ISO) for the codes, 
units, .... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION SYSTEM ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
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Summary of the query and 

 number of available data 

Metadata 

and link 

to the 

source of 

data 

Query and results 

SIMEDD WEB INTERFACE 



STATISTICAL MAPS AND GIS 

Several maps issued from BP GIS  are used in the BP outputs  
 
 
 
 
 

 

GIS based on INSPIRE 
principles and international 
standards  



SOME INDICATORS SETS 

UNCSD – Agenda 21 (1996)  

ICZM/PEGASO 

H2020  

DEDUCE (2007) 

MDG 

 (2000) 

SDG (Post 2015) 

ICZM indicators 

(2005) 

Arab SDI 

EEA indicators 

Revised SMDD  

SMDD (2005) 

SMDD 

 Coast (2007) 

Agenda MED21 (2000)  



MSSD COASTAL ISSUES : 4 PRIORITY 

INDICATORS 

2.7. Promoting sustainable management of the sea and coastal zones and 

taking urgent action to put an end to the degradation of coastal zones  

 

Push back urbanization to prevent artificialization 

of coasts. 

Avoid linear and continuous urbanization. 

Share of artificialised 

coastline  

Eliminate operational pollution from ships by 2025. Operational pollution 

from ships 

Reduce pollution from land-based sources. 

Halve by 2015 the number of coastal urban 

inhabitants with no access to sanitation.  

Proportion of coastal 

urban population 

connected to a sanitation 

network 

Bring at least 10% of the marine and coastal surface 

under some form of protection.  

Surface of protected 

coastal and marine areas 



MSSD FOLLOW-UP 



BRIEF GENERAL REGIONAL 

COOPERATION 

MODALITIES 



International cooperation with : 

 UNEP/MAP systems within the Barcelona convention work 

program 

International institutions and similar bodies (World Bank/METAP, 

Eurostat,  EEA)  :  technical cooperation and common project 

(respectively: Environment  Performance Indicators/METAP, 

MEDSTAT, Extension of SEIS in the Mediterranean,) 

 National institutions (MoE) and similar bodies (National 

observatories (data exchanges and best practices on observatories 

implementation, indicators, State of Environment report) 

 

Results :  

Contribution to the creation of several national observatories and 

to the activities on Information system, indicators : Mainly in 

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,  Lebanon, Turkey,  Albania, Slovenia, …. 

and with the support of IFEN. 

Synergies at the regional level and between the national 

observatories and the national institutions : MEDSTAT, SEIS  

Sustainable development indicators (mostly for the MSSD) 

 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION : 

CONTEXT AND MAIN RESULTS 



Main constraints or barriers of regional collaborations :  

 Different National priorities to regional ones  

 National information systems and observatories not fully operational  

 Synergies between national bodies to be improved 

 Difficulties due to different languages and standards 

 

Needs (Capacity Building, Trainings, Twinning, Networking…) :  

 Most of these needs were already tackled in the Mediterranean 

region, but this cooperation need to be improved and rationalize.  

 

Possible actions to enhance regional cooperation with other 

observatories :  

 Capacity building for the information system (and  observatory) at 

national level 

 Improvement of the synergies between existing (and new) initiatives 

in order to concentrate the means and to simplify the overall 

cooperation process concerning data sharing in the Mediterranean 

countries  

 Focus on regional priorities (MSSD 2.0) for a better participation of 

the countries and a better harmonization of the information, tools, .. 

 Rationalize the demand of the international institutions 

 

CONSTRAINTS, NEEDS AND FUTURE … 



THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR ATTENTION 


