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Summary 

This report is aimed at illustrating the main themes  addressed during the inter-institutional 
meeting held in Beirut on 11 July 2013, conceived as a part of the “Inter-Institutional Capacity 
Building & Awareness Workshop” (Beirut, 11-12.07.2013).  

The preparatory work to the workshop, such as the results of the ad-hoc meeting of the 
Organizing Committee (Bari, 4-5.06.2013), the documentation drafted for the event and the 
follow up initiatives are illustrated as well. 

The report is complemented by annexes with the agenda, the list of participants, relevant 
documentation and a photo gallery. 

 



Deliverable 6.3                                                                                          Grant Agreement n° 311780 

Page 3 of 8 
 

 
 

1. Rationale of the Initiative  

The inter-institutional meeting on joint programming and financial instruments held in Beirut, 
on July 12th 2013, has been organised in the frame of Work-Package  6 – Task 6.3 of MED-
SPRING project, back to back and in close coordination with initiatives for Capacity Building 
in research, development and innovation in the region concerned (WP7).  

The main aim is the identification of common objectives for joint programming, answering to 
the strong demand of P.R.I.M.A. (Partnership in Research and Innovation on the 
Mediterranean Area) initiative under Article 185, to give impulse to activities aimed at 
supporting the implementation of an art.185 for the Mediterranean region (PRIMA meeting 
held on February the 3rd, 2013) and following the conclusions of MED-SPRING Kick-off-
Meeting (Bari, 4-5 February 2013).  

Since the process of preparation and approval of an Article 185 initiative encompasses 
several steps of different nature: legal, administrative, thematic and operational, MED-
SPRING meeting has been conceived to enhance awareness on joint programming 
initiatives while significantly contributing to the identification of common themes and priorities 
for an initiative of long-term and stable cooperation on research and innovation in the 
Mediterranean.  

To this aim a Logical Framework to support design of long term Euro-Mediterranean 
cooperation on Research and Innovation has been drafted by the MED-SPRING partners, on 
request of PRIMA initiative. The Log Frame has been prepared by the coordinator of Med-
Spring, the WP6 coordinator and some partners joining the Organising Committee of 
BEIRUT Meeting, i.e. CIHEAM, MHESR, CNR, DLR, TUBITAK, following the results of an 
Ad-Hoc meeting of the Organising Committee held in Bari on 4-5 June 2013. The Minutes of 
the Bari Meeting have been reported in the Annex 7.1. 

 
 
2. Participants 

Representatives of the Ministries of University and Research of many Euro-Med Countries 
plus MED-SPRING partners and stakeholders joined the meeting. 

Please find in the Annex 7.3 the complete list of participants.  

 
 
3. Partners involved 

Task leader: P6 CNR (Italy) 

Scientific contribution to the preparatory documentation of the meeting: P1-CIHEAM 
(Italy); P5-DLR (Germany); P6 CNR (Italy); P11 TUBITAK (Turkey); P18 CNRS-L 
(Lebanon) 

Scientific contribution to the follow up: CIHEAM-IAMB 

Logistical organisation and contributing to the agenda: P18 CNRS-L (Lebanon); P2 MHESR 
(Egypt)  
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4. Issues addressed and main outcomes 

After a first day devoted to lectures and discussion on main activities and different 
instruments for joint programming cooperation initiatives, the second day of the “Inter-
institutional Capacity Building & Awareness Workshop” has been focused on the inter-
institutional debate on priorities and common themes for a long-term joint programming 
initiative, that could be developed under the art.185 of TFEU.  

The discussion has been chaired by Mouin Hamze (CNRS-Lebanon), following the agenda in 
the Annex 7.2  

In relation to the thematic orientation of a long term joint programming initiative, a 
presentation of a possible Log-Frame has been illustrated by the coordinator of MED-
SPRING project, on the basis of a paper drafted by the MED-SPRING Organizing Committee 
Partners and here reported in the Annex 7.4. The paper has been distributed to the 
workshop participants as a basis for further discussion1.  

Since the Log-Frame was intended to be an instrument for triggering the discussion, it has 
been conceived to be amended in accordance with the outputs of the meeting.  

In the presentation, the methodology of the Log-Frame was given including the problem 
analysis, objective analysis, specific thematic actions and so on.  

The different dimensions mentioned in the Log-Frame were also given as: social, economic, 
environmental and institutional. After giving information on the general and specific 
objectives, results and actions in line with the intervention logic, indicators, source of data, 
assumptions and risks were  explained and illustrated. 

Both during the presentation and the discussion, the role of research has been highlighted 
as crucial for the sustainable development of the region.  

To address major issues, main problems have been identified as well as their cause-effects 
relationships (as in Figure 1).  

                                                 
1 National research strategies, bilateral and multilateral (agreements, joint programming) objectives and 
themes, Euro-Mediterranean Conference (Barcelona, 2012), thematic workshops, MIRA project were referred 
as the sources benefited in the preparations of the Log-Frame.  
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Figure 1 – Problem diagramme 

 

Among others, the following issues have been recognised as the main factors that threat the 
social, economic, environmental and institutional sustainability in the region: 

 a) Need to improve access to food and have an healthy society (social dimension) 

 b) Need to achieve sustainable economic growth and competitiveness (economic 
dimension) 

 c) High pressure on resources and high output rates (environmental dimension) 

d) Weak governance research system (institutional dimension) 

Each negative issue or factor is in itself triggered, respectively, by: 

a) food insecurity and weak knowledge/management health system 

b) need to develop innovative materials, products, processes and technologies while having 
long-term / sustainable energy prospect 

c) Inadequate use and management of natural resources as well as need to improve risk 
management and high pressure on marine resources. 

d) weak competitiveness and low absorption of the research system. 

Based on the problem diagramme, an intervention logic for an initiative aiming at long-term stable 
cooperation has been developed (Figure 2) to have a: “Sustainable development of the Euro-
Mediterranean area”. 
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Figure 2 – Objective diagramme 
 
Besides the sound governance of the research system, that is a very transversal issue, three 
the main blocks have been analysed, according to following three main dimensions of research 
and innovation cooperation impact:  

1. Social Dimension,  

2. Economic Dimension 

3. Environmental Dimension 

According to the Figure 2, the main themes as activities to achieve high quality of food, the 
importance of innovation processes and technologies, how to ensure a proper management of 
natural resources have been illustrated and debated.   

The annexes to the Logical Framework (See Annex 7.3), with the identification of indicators, 
assumption and risks as well as activities for intervention has been the basis for the discussion.  

 

Following this presentation, parallel working groups sessions started.  

In the first session which was moderated by Moez Jebara (TESR-Tunisia), thematic issues of 
the Log-Frame were discussed. The National Contact Point for Health in Lebanon is convinced 
that researchers should be informed and directed to the related themes mentioned in the Log-
Frame especially in Lebanon because the attention of the Ministry of Health could be focused 
on key issues like the use of drugs or cancer. The National Contact Point for Energy in Lebanon 
referred to the importance of the education of people in terms of energy use and energy 
innovation. The representative of Portugal stated that notwithstanding the importance of such 
exercise, more focus on specific issues would be welcome. According to BMBF-Germany 
officer,  only one or two subjects should be taken into account.  

On the contrary, Egyptian representative of Ministry of Education and Research expressed his 
firm belief  that was not feasible to discuss only one topic because all of these topics were 
related to each other. He explained the concept by giving the example of food, which is strictly 
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related to the topics like water, health, energy, etc. Other participants also referred to the 
information technology, soil, land use and human impact issues as important topics that could 
be involved in the Log-Frame during the discussions. 

Following the discussions about thematic areas, the research system governance working 
groups’ discussion started. This second session was moderated by Zeinab El-Sadr (MHESR-
Egypt). In this part, the representative of Portugal underlined the issue of how research could be 
made more visible and efficient for the society. Some participants stressed the importance of 
long-term dialogue with the stakeholders. The MED-SPRING project coordinator mentioned 
about MED-SPRING Agora as a portal, where stakeholders could share their views and  
underlined the participatory feature of MED-SPRING. The importance of the international 
cooperation was also underlined by many representatives of euro-med ministries of higher 
education and research. 

The two working groups discussions were reported respectively by Rigas Arvanitis (IRD-France) 
and Marinella Giannelli (CIHEAM-IAMB).  

Rigas Arvanitis summarized what was discussed during the thematic working group session 
under the main topics of “mechanisms”, “issues”, “monitoring process”, “priority setting”, 
“research dynamics”, “international cooperation”.  

Among the issues mentioned: Energy and energy efficiency, Quality of health services, 
common diseases, food and health, food safety, micro-nutrients, soil and land degradation ( not 
limited only to water or erosion but also on impact on civilization), bio-diversity, marine and 
coastal pollution. It was agreed that priority setting need to be in terms of challenges instead 
of separate issues. Moreover, some disciplines such as Information and Communication 
Technologies and social sciences and humanities should be more referred to as important 
transversal issues. More direct and explicit link between research paths and innovation systems 
is needed. 

Research dynamics and international cooperation are linked to the governance systems. 
Participants recognized the role of international cooperation for enhancing research national 
systems and are confident that integration of Mediterranean national research strategy could 
leverage effort and duplicate added value.  

Marinella Giannelli also summarized what was discussed during the research system 
governance working group as: “common methodology to evaluate the research results”, 
“dialogue among research actors”, “link the local problems and global solutions”, “develop IP 
protection law”, “optimization of research human resources”, “creation of critical mass on 
strategic challenges”, “specific financing on cooperative Mediterranean research schemes”, 
“building on bilateral cooperation to strengthen regional cooperation”, “participatory research 
intended also co-financing participation”. 

 
 
5. Conclusions and follow up 

The “Inter-institutional Capacity Building and Awareness” workshop has been useful to the 
results of  “P.R.I.M.A. initiative under the art.185 of TFEU” group meeting, organized in 
Beirut, on July, 12th  2013 after the MED-SPRING event.  
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Many of the issues raised during the inter-institutional workshop have been discussed by 
PRIMA Working Group that -  taking into account the conclusions of the debate on the 
LogFrame – decided to submit to the Commission one single Global Social Topic: “Towards 
an healthy and Sustainable Euro-Mediterranean Society”, emphasizing the strong link 
with Societal Challenges of Horizon 2020.  

Most of common priorities discussed during the MED-SPRING workshop have been taken 
into consideration and will constitute the major pillars of the art.185 initiative for the 
Mediterranean region. They are; Health (metabolic or infective diseases); Energy 
(renewable, Energy Efficiency, Smart grids); Food (e.g. Food Security, Post-harvesting, 
Transport); Environment (e.g. Biodiversity, Water, Deep and Coastal pollution).  

During the PRIMA meeting on July 12, having appreciated both the lecture by the coordinator 
and the LogFrame, PRIMA representatives asked to MED-SPRING and in particular to its 
coordinator, to develop on the basis of results of the discussion, a two-pages paper 
describing the approach: the overarching topic and tematìc pillars. The document  -to be 
finalized by the end of July- has been drafted for further discussion and amendment by the 
PRIMA group.  Please find in the annex 7.5 a preliminary draft version of the above 
mentioned paper. 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Organising Committee  
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Inter-­‐institutional	
  capacity	
  building	
  and	
  awareness	
  workshop	
  	
  
(11-­‐12	
  July	
  2013,	
  Beirut)	
  

	
  

Meeting	
  of	
  the	
  organizing	
  group	
  
CIHEAM-­‐Bari,	
  4-­‐5	
  June	
  	
  

	
  

Minutes	
  of	
  the	
  meeting	
  	
  

	
  

Participants	
  :	
   C.	
   Bogliotti	
   (CIHEAM-­‐IAMB),	
   M.	
   Giannelli	
   (CIHEAM-­‐IAMB),	
   B.	
   Ditgens	
   (DLR),	
   M.	
   Rossano	
  

(CNR),	
  Patricia	
  Scialafani	
  (CNR),	
  A.	
  Sayin	
  Uke	
  (TUBITAK),	
  G.	
  Fonti	
  (MIUR),	
  S.	
  Ronchetti	
  (MIUR)	
  

	
  

Tuesday,	
  June	
  4th	
  

The	
   overall	
   intervention	
   logic	
   for	
   a	
   long-­‐term	
   Euro-­‐Mediterranean	
   cooperation	
   on	
   research	
   has	
   been	
  
discussed,	
  on	
  the	
  base	
  of	
  the	
  work	
  done	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  weeks	
  by	
  the	
  Organizing	
  Committee	
  members.	
  

In	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  logical	
  framework	
  rules	
  and	
  approach,	
  the	
  discussion	
  has	
  been	
  first	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  
analysis	
  of	
  problem	
  hierarchy	
  and	
  then	
  on	
  the	
  identification	
  	
  of	
  main	
  objective	
  and	
  specific	
  objectives	
  of	
  a	
  

strategy	
  for	
  long-­‐term	
  stable	
  cooperation	
  on	
  research	
  and	
  innovation	
  in	
  the	
  Euro-­‐Mediterranean	
  area.	
  The	
  
output	
  could	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  preparation	
  of	
  P.R.I.M.A.,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  ongoing	
  proposal	
  for	
  an	
  Article	
  

185	
  initiative,	
  led	
  by	
  MIUR.	
  The	
  Group	
  has	
  then	
  identified	
  three	
  H2020	
  societal	
  challenges	
  corresponding	
  to	
  
the	
  main	
  research	
  topics	
  to	
  be	
  addressed	
  by	
   the	
  initiative	
  (health,	
   food,	
  energy,	
  natural	
   resources).	
   	
  The	
  
resuIts	
  of	
  this	
  work	
  are	
  in	
  Annex	
  I	
  –	
  PPT	
  June	
  4	
  amended.	
  	
  

In	
   order	
   to	
   proceed	
   with	
   the	
   drafting	
   of	
   a	
   Log-­‐Frame	
   to	
   be	
   discussed	
   at	
   the	
   Beirut	
   workshop,	
   the	
  

intervention	
   logic	
   of	
   the	
   initiative	
   should	
   be	
   completed	
  by	
   June	
  13th	
   with:	
   results,	
   activities,	
   indicators,	
  
source	
  of	
  data,	
  assumptions	
  &	
  risks,	
  preconditions.	
  

	
  The	
  work	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  has	
  been	
  divided	
  among	
  the	
  group	
  members	
  as	
  follows:	
  

-­‐ DLR	
  and	
  TUBITAK	
  will	
  work	
  on	
  specific	
  objective	
  n.	
  1:	
  Improved	
  access	
  to	
  food	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  healthy	
  
society;	
  	
  

-­‐ CNR	
  will	
  work	
  on	
  specific	
  objective	
  n.	
  2:	
  Sustainable	
  economic	
  growth	
  and	
  competitiveness;	
  	
  
-­‐ CIHEAM-­‐IAMB/MHESR	
  will	
  work	
  on	
  specific	
  objectives	
  n.	
  3	
  and	
  4	
  :	
  Low	
  pressure	
  on	
  resources	
  and	
  

optimized	
  output	
  rates	
  and	
  Sound	
  governance	
  of	
  the	
  research	
  system;	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
  



2	
  
	
  

The	
  results	
  of	
  this	
  work	
  will	
  be	
  collected	
  by	
  CIHEAM-­‐IAMB	
  that	
  will	
  then	
  finalize	
  and	
  share	
  a	
  final	
  draft	
  of	
  

the	
  Log-­‐Frame.	
  

	
  

Wednesday,	
  June	
  5th	
  

The	
   proposed	
   agenda	
   of	
   Beirut	
   workshop	
   has	
   been	
   discussed	
   in	
   detail,	
   along	
   with	
   names	
   of	
  
speakers/moderators,	
   the	
   organization	
   of	
   the	
  working	
   groups	
   and	
   the	
   documents	
   to	
   be	
   prepared	
   (See	
  
Annex	
  II	
  –	
  Workshop	
  Agenda	
  amended).	
  DLR	
  will	
  cover	
  the	
  expenses	
  for	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  stakeholders	
  

and	
   speakers	
   coming	
   from	
   institutions	
   which	
   are	
   not	
   MED-­‐SPRING	
   partners	
   (up	
   to	
   maximum	
   15	
  
participants).	
  	
  

The	
  following	
  roles	
  should	
  be	
  identified	
  by	
  June	
  20:	
  

-­‐ Remaining	
  speakers	
  for	
  the	
  2nd	
  training	
  session	
  (DLR)	
  
-­‐ Working	
  group	
  rapporteurs	
  and	
  facilitators	
  (CIHEAM	
  will	
  make	
  some	
  proposals)	
  

The	
  following	
  documents/	
  material	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  prepared	
  by	
  June	
  30:	
  

-­‐ Short	
  note	
  on	
  source	
  of	
  information	
  for	
  Log-­‐Frame	
  and	
  activities	
  done	
  in	
  WPs6-­‐7	
  (CNR)	
  
-­‐ Synthesis	
  of	
  the	
  Log-­‐Frame	
  (TUBITAK)	
  
-­‐ P.R.I.M.A.	
  Fact	
  Sheet	
  (MIUR)	
  
-­‐ Short	
  presentation	
  on	
  Article	
  185	
  (CIHEAM-­‐IAMB/MHESR)	
  
-­‐ Working	
  group	
  methodology	
  (to	
  be	
  distributed	
  only	
  to	
  moderators/rapporteurs)	
  –	
  

(CIHEAM-­‐IAMB)	
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Inter-institutional Workshop 

Beirut (Lebanon), 12 July 2013 

Agenda 

Friday, July 12th 
 

              8h30-9h00 Welcome  
 

               9h00-10h00  Presentation of a MED-SPRING Log-Frame for long-term Euro-  
                Mediterranean cooperation  (C. Bogliotti – CIHEAM- IAMB) 

 
               9h00-12h00  Working group on Log-Frame discussion 

 
               12h00-12h30 Plenary session: presentation of working groups outcomes    

 
12h30-13h00  Wrap up and conclusions 
 
Lunch 
 

 
             14h30 – 18h00           P.R.I.M.A. (Partnership in Research and Innovation in the 
              Mediterranean Area under Article 185 of the TFEU)  

 
              Steering Group meeting (see attached agenda) 
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Participants to the Inter-Institutional Capacity Building & Awareness Workshop 
 
 
Name and 
Surname 

Country Institution Mail address 

Pedro SANTOS DE 

SAM PAIO NUNES 

Belgium  EUREKA NETWORK  pedro.nunes@eurekanetwo

rk.org 

A.Hameed EL 

ZOHEIRY 

Egypt  Heliopolis University for 

Sustainable Development ‐ 

Ministry of Higher Education 

and Scientific Research 

Zoheiry@kasralainy.edu.eg 

Zeinab ELSADR  Egypt  MHESR ‐ Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific 

Research 

zelsadr@gmail.com 

Said JABBOURI  Egypt  IRD ‐ Institut de recherché 

et Developpement ‐ Egypt 

said.jabbouri@ird.fr 

Amr FAYEZ  Egypt  IRD  Egypt  amro.fayez@ird.fr 

Didier HOFFSCHIR  France  Ministère de l'Enseignement

Supérieur et la Recherche 

didier.hoffschir@recherche.

gouv.fr. 

Rigas ARVANITIS  France  IRD – Institut de recherché 

et Developpement 

rigas.arvanitis@ird.fr 

Etienne RUELLAN  France  CNRS – Conseil National de 

la Recherché Scientifique 

Etienne.RUELLAN@cnrs‐

dir.fr 

Tanja FRÖHLICH  Germany  BMBF –Federal  Ministry of 

Education and Research  

Tanja.Froehlich@bmbf.bund.de 

Birgit DITGENS  Germany  DLR ‐ Deutsches Zentrum 

Fueur Luft und Raumfahrt 

Birgit.Ditgens@dlr.de 

Ulrich WOLF  Germany  Marine Science and 

Geosciences 

u.wolf@fz‐juelich.de 

Raffaele LIBERALI  Italy  MIUR – Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific 

Research 

raffaele.liberali@miur.it 

Luciano CATANI  Italy  MIUR – Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific 

Research 

luciano.catani@miur.it 

Marilena 

ROSSANO 

Italy  CNR – Italian National 

Research Council  

marilena.rossano@cnr.it 
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Claudio BOGLIOTTI  Italy  CIHEAM‐IAMB  bogliotti@iamb.it 

Marinella 

GIANNELLI 

Italy  CIHEAM‐IAMB  m.giannelli@iamb.it 

Omar AMAWI  Jordan  HCST  Higher Council for 

Science and Technology 

o.amawi@hcst.gov.jo 

Salah AZZAM  Jordan  NCRD– National Centre for 

Research & Development 

salah.azzam@ncrd.gov.jo 

Mouin HAMZE’  Lebanon   CNRS – L – Conseil National 

de la Recherché Scientifique 

hamze@cnrs.edu.lb 

Rula ATWEH  Lebanon  CNRS –L ‐  Conseil National 

de la Recherché Scientifique 

rula.atweh@cnrs.edu.lb 

Hala HARFOUCHE  Lebanon  CNRS –L ‐  Conseil National 

de la Recherché Scientifique 

hala.harfouche@cnrs.edu.lb 

Talal DARWICHE  Lebanon  CNRS –L ‐  Conseil National 

de la Recherché Scientifique 

tdarwich@cnrs.edu.lb 

Amal HABIB  Lebanon  CNRS –L ‐  Conseil National 

de la Recherché Scientifique 

ahabib@cnrs.edu.lb 

Imad 

MOUGHARBEL 

Lebanon   Lebanese University  imadmoug@uledu.lb 

Ahmad DALLAL  Lebanon  American University of 

Beirut  

adallal@aub.edu.lb 

May AWAR‐

AMMAR 

Lebanon   American University of 

Beirut  

ma117@aub.edu.lb 

Charles ABDALLAH  Lebanon   EU Commission Beirut  Charles.ABDALLAH@eeas.europa.

eu 

Zeina 

ALMOUALLEM 

Lebanon   Berytech Technology Pole  zeinam@berytech.org 

Ian GAUCI BORDA  Malta  MCST – Malta Council for 

Science and Technology 

ian.a.gauci‐borda@gov.mt 

Driss 

ABOUTAJDINE 

Morocco  Centre National pour la 

Recherche Scientifique et 

Technique 

aboutaj@hotmail.com 

Hicham BELLAOUI  Morocco  Ministere de l’Enseigne 

ment  Superieur, de la 

recherché Scientifique et de 

la Formation des Cadres 

bellaouihic@gmail.com 

Josè BONFIM  Portugal  FCT ‐ Fundacao para a 

Ciencia e a Tecnologia  

Jose.Bonfim@fct.pt 

Moez JEBARA  Tunisia  MES ‐ Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific 

Research 

moez.jebara@mes.rnu.tn 

Malek KOCHLEF  Tunisia  Ministry of Higher Education 

and Scientific Research 

malek.kochlef@gmail.com 

Abdel Wahed 

GHORBEL 

Tunisia  INSAT – Institute national 

des sciences Appliques et de 

wahidghorbel@yahoo.fr 



7 
 

la Technologie 

Ayse SAYIN UKE  Turkey  TUBITAK – The Scientific 

and Technological 

Research Council  

springmed@tubitak.gov.tr 

 
 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

ANNEX 4 

_____________________________________________________________ 

A Logical Framework to support design of long term  
Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation on research and innovation 



Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway – June 2013 

1 

 

 

A Logical Framework to support design of long-term Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation on 

research and innovation 

Outline 

1. Introduction 

In line with one of the objectives of MED-SPRING (Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation 

Gateway) Project, a Logical Framework is here proposed and presented with the aim of identifying the 

possible thematic orientation for the design and development of long-term and stable Euro-Mediterranean  

cooperation on research and innovation.  

The present paper constitutes the supporting document for the discussion among relevant stakeholders in 

the “Inter-Institutional capacity building & awareness workshop” organized  in Beirut on 11-12 July 2013.   

The main aim of the workshop is, among others, to contribute identifying themes of common regional 

interest for an initiative of a long-term stable cooperation on research and innovation in the 

Mediterranean, under existing EU tools like Article 185 of the TFEU, particularly the ongoing initiative 

P.R.I.M.A1. The LogFrame has been drafted by the members of the organizing committee of the Beirut 

event2.  

2. Problems and background 

Sustainable development is undoubtedly the key challenge for the future of the Euro-Mediterranean area. 

The region is still far from achieving a satisfactory degree of sustainable socio-economic growth and 

environmental sustainability, particularly in relation to the main societal challenges. In order to identify key 

research cooperation concerns and thematic issues for MS/AC/MPC joint programming to be addressed 

today in the region, the authors gathered and analyzed the following sources of information: 

a) Available national research policy objectives and programmes, and strategic plans in MS, AC 

and MPCs. 

b) List of research topics addressed by bilateral and multinational regional agreements on 

research cooperation in the Mediterranean region. 

c) Qualitative & quantitative analysis of current Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIs). 

Authors are fully aware of the main outcomes of recent important Euro-Mediterranean events on research 

and innovation (i.e. Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Research and Innovation, 2-3 April 2012 – 

Barcelona; MIRA thematic workshops; MED-SPRING current activities). 

                                                           
1
 P.R.I.M.A. (Partnership in Research and Innovation on the Mediterranean Area) is a proposal for an initiative based on the Article 

185 of the TFEU addressed to the Mediterranean region, lead by the Italian Ministry of Research and Higher Education (MIUR). 
2
 An ad-hoc meeting of the Organising Committee has been held in Bari on 4-5 June 2013. 
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The overall analysis highlights that the role of research is crucial for the sustainable development of the 

region, as it seems to substantially contribute to the most important socio, economic, environmental and 

institutional/governance challenges. On the base of such analysis, some major problems have been 

identified as well as their cause-effects relationships (Figure 1). The problem diagramme presented in 

Figure 1 constitutes the background of problems on which a sound proposal of initiative for long-term 

stable cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean region could be developed. 

    

 

Figure 1 – Problem diagramme 

Among others, the following issues are seen by the authors as the main factors that threat the social, 

economic, environmental and institutional sustainability in the region: 

 a) Need to improve access to food and have an healthy society (social dimension) 

 b) Need to achieve sustainable economic growth and competitiveness (economic dimension) 

 c) High pressure on resources and high output rates (environmental dimension) 

d) Weak governance research system (institutional dimension) 

 

Each negative issue or factor is in itself triggered, respectively, by: 

a) food insecurity and weak knowledge/management health system 

b) need to develop innovative materials, products, processes and technologies while having long-

term / sustainable energy prospect 

c) Inadequate use and management of natural resources as well as need to improve risk 

management and high pressure on marine resources. 

d) weak competitiveness and low absorption of the research system. 
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3. Intervention Logic 

Based on the problem diagramme described in above paragraph, an intervention logic for an initiative 

aiming at long-term stable cooperation has been developed (Figure 2). According to the background 

analysis, the bulk of the intervention logic is encompassed by the following overarching goal: “Sustainable 

development of the Euro-Mediterranean area”. 

 

 
 

Figure 2 – Objective diagramme 

 

As a consequence of the problem analysis, four specific objectives of long-term cooperation have been 

identified for each dimension of sustainability, as shown in Figure 2: 

 

 a) Improved access to food and have a healthy society (social dimension) 

b) Sustainable economic growth and competitiveness, in terms of material, technologies, energy. 

(economic dimension) 

 c) Low pressure on resourced and optimized output rates (environmental dimension) 

 d) Sound governance of the research system (institutional dimension) 

 

Specific objective d) “Sound governance of the research system” is of course transversal to the others.  

None of the “research” related to a), b), c) objectives could be achieved without good governance of the 

research system. The arrow in Figure 2 represents the horizontal feature of the d) objective.  

 

Short term objectives or expected results have been identified and shown in Figure 2 at the bottom level 

and are functional to the achievement of the specific objectives outlined above.   

 

Detailed actions and schemes have also been identified and could be possibly addressed by research joint-

programming to substantiate the contribution to the overall logic of intervention. These actions are 

systematized by specific objective and presented in Log-Frames shown in Annexes 1-2-3-4.  
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4. Monitoring and Assumptions 

 

The logical framework approach requires also the identification of indicators to monitor the achievement 

of objectives and results and of assumptions and pre-conditions which are deemed to be crucial for the 

smooth development of any initiative.  

 

As for indicators, they are related to the following categories: 

 a) Quality and quantity of food production 

 b) Number of diseases  

 c) Sustainable energy productivity 

 d) Resilience index for water and biodiversity 

 e) International opening and society participation in research programming 

 f) Development of joint plans, programmes, strategies and guidelines 

 

The assumptions and pre-conditions as underlined in Annexes 1, 2, 3, 4 are mostly related to the financial 

resources, social and political stability of the region and to the political willingness of key decision makers. 

 

5. Conclusions 

The intervention logic shortly described can only be implemented through a wide and ambitious initiative, 

gathering pivotal research institutions of the Euro-Mediterranean region, and complemented by a high 

governmental commitment and proper financing tools. The most suitable way that could ensure 

achievement of the overall frame could be expressed by an initiative of stable long-term cooperation 

(MS/AC/MPC joint programming) on research and innovation under Article 185 of the TFEU, specifically 

addressed to the Mediterranean. This has also been stated by the European Commission at the Euro-

Mediterranean Conference on Research and Innovation, held in Barcelona in April 2012. 

 

 

References 

- National research strategic plans in MS and Mediterranean countries 

- Bilateral and multilateral agreements between EU and Mediterranean countries  

- EU Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIs)  

- European Commission, 2012, Proceedings of the Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Research and 

Innovation, Barcelona 2-3 April. 

 

 



Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway – June 2013 

5 

 

Suggested links 

www.agora.medspring.eu  

(MED-SPRING Agora website) 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2012/euro-mediterranean/index_en.cfm  

(Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Research and Innovation web-site) 

 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/art185/home_en.html 

(EC informative page on Article 185) 

 

http://www.miraproject.eu/workgroups-area/workgroup.wp3/ 

(Thematic groups of MIRA Project) 

 

 

Annexes 

Annex 1 –  LogFrame “Social dimension” 

Annex 2 –  LogFrame “Economic dimension” 

Annex 3 – LogFrame “Environmental dimension” 

Annex 4 – LogFrame “Institutional dimension/research governance” 
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Annex 1:  Logical Framework – Social Dimension 

 INTERVENTION LOGIC INDICATORS SOURCES OF DATA ASSUMPTIONS  
& RISKS 

OVERALL 
OBJECTIVE 

Sustainable development of the 
Euro-Mediterranean area 

Quality of life 
Cohesion (new Jobs) 

National statistics 
Social enquest 
 

 

SPECIFIC 
OBJECTIVES 

Improved access to food and have a 
healthy society 
  
 

 Agricultural 
production 
 
Rate of food 
export/import  
 
Number of diseases 
due to de-nutrition 
and over-nutrition 
  

OECD, local administrations, 
Ministries of Agriculture, 
Ministries of Health  
 
 
 

Economic and social stability 
 
 

RESULTS 1.1 High quality available and 

affordable food for all  

1.2 Improved and shared knowledge 

on epidemic diseases, cancer, drugs  

 

 Quality of food 
production (FAO, UN 
indicators) 
 
 Rate of access to high 
quality affordable 
food 
 
Quality and number 
of treatments  
 
Number of people 
accessing high quality 
health services 
 
Level of quality of 
medical treatment 

1.1a Information provided by 
OECD, Region’s countries’ 
Ministries of Agriculture,  
 
1.1b Information obtained via 
questionnaires  
 
1.2 collecting information from 
countries’ ministries of health 
and research plus existing 
databases 
 

Determination of 
governments to make new 
policies and pursue specific 
objective  
 
 

ACTIVITIES 1.1.1 Increasing safe of food 
production and availability of 
nutritious  food  

1.1.2 Strengthening food related 
cultural heritage and 
innovation (i.e.: recovering 
local traditional food 
production) 

1.1.3 Improving the whole agro-food 
chain, including monitoring 
and protection. 

1.1.4 Improving access to markets 
and logistics 

1.2.1 Tackling epidemic diseases 
(infectious diseases, food 
safety) 

1.2.2 Increasing knowledge and 
prevention against rare and 
genetic diseases 

1.2.3 Tackling migration related 
health problems 

1.2.4 Improving and increasing 
health services / system 

1.2.5 Tackling new viral diseases 

Financial resources 
engaged  
 
Number funded 
projects 
 
Number of research 
institutions involved 
 
Rate stakeholders / 
SMEs/ researchers in 
projects 
 
Patents 

EC Cordis 
 
Publications 
 
Project reports 
 
Programme monitoring report 

Strategic plan and policies  
 
 

    Precondition:  
Availability of resources 

 

 

 



Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway – June 2013 

7 

 

Annex 2:  Logical Framework - Economic Dimension 

 

 

 

 

 INTERVENTION LOGIC INDICATORS 

 

SOURCE OF 
DATA 

 

ASSUMPTIONS & 
RISKS  

OVERALL 
OBJECTIVE 

Sustainable development of the Euro-
Mediterranean area 

New jobs 
System competitiveness 
(distribution of income) 
 

National statistics 
International 
Economic Agencies 

 

SPECIFIC 
OBJECTIVE 

2 Sustainable economic growth and 
competitiveness 

Sustainable energy 
productivity (fossil energy 
consumption / production)  

Monitoring report 
by international 
agencies 

 

RESULTS 
(OUTPUTS) 

2.1 Sustainable prospect for 
alternative & renewable energy 
produced at feasible costs 

 
2.2  Innovative materials, products, 

processes, technologies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.1 Number of new 
effective and sustainable 
policies / strategy plans 
 
1.1 Reduced pressure on 
fossil energy sources  
 
1.2 Degree system 
competitiveness 
(Researchers, SME) 
 
1.2 Rate of market 
penetration  
 
 

National policies 
 
Ad-hoc research 
studies 
 
 

Political willingness  
 
Feed-in tariffs and similar 
 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 
 

2.1.1 Creating diversity in energy input  
2.1.2 Developing new materials  for energy 

saving    
2.1.3 Developing research and technologies 

for grid stability 
2.1.4 Modelling energy storage and 

intermittent nature of renewable 
energy 

2.1.5 Increasing joint patents through inter-
institutional networking and 
cooperation agreements 
research/Industry on energy (ie: 
storage, energy efficiency) 

2.1.6 Increasing awareness of sustainable 
consumption  

 
2.2.1 Joint laboratories for microelectronics 

and nanomaterials 
2.2.2  Supporting brokerage on nano-

materials and nanotechnologies 
applied to health sector (bio-sensors, 
vascular diseases and so on). 

2.2.3 Strengthen cooperation between 
research/Industry  in the field of 
materials and technologies applied to 
energy,  health, microelectronics . 

 
 

Increased number of 
patents  
 
Increased number of start-
up and cooperation 
agreements 
 
Degree of responsiveness 
to societal needs 
 
Investment of private 
industry  
 
Number of patents  
 
Number of start-up and 

cooperation agreements 

EC Cordis 
 
EU and National 
patent registration 
office 
 
Project reports 
 
National statistics 
 
Enquest to 
industry, SMEs and 
researchers 

Sustainable energy is 
priority in the agenda 
 
Easy access to risk capital 
 
Incentives to Innovation 
paths  
 
Political will to foster 
integration between 
industry and research   
 

    Precondition: 
Availability of resources 



Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway – June 2013 

8 

 

Annex 3: Logical Framework – Environmental Dimension 

 
 

INTERVENTION LOGIC INDICATORS 

 

SOURCE OF DATA ASSUMPTIONS & RISKS 

OVERALL 
OBJECTIVE 

Sustainable development of the 
Euro-Mediterranean area 

Ecosystem / environmental 
sustainability (EU 
sustainability indicators) 

International 
Environmental 
Agencies 

 

SPECIFIC 
OBJECTIVE 

 

3. Low pressure on resources and 
optimized output rates   
 
 
 
 

3.1 Resilience index for water 
and biodiversities  
 
 
 

International 
Environmental 
Agencies 
 
National 
Environmental 
Agencies / Monitoring 
Boards 

Political willingness to share a 
common environmental policy 
and monitoring (exchange of 
date) 

RESULTS 
 
 

3.1 Efficient use and integrated 
management of natural resources 
(water, biodiversities) 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2  Improved risk management in 
relation to natural hazards 
 
3.3  Increased protection and quality 
of marine eco-system 
 
 
 

3.1.1 Quantity of saved water 
3.1.2 Rate of water 
productivity 
3.1.3  Rate of recovered lost 
biodiversity / hectars 
 
3.2 Effectiveness of alert 
systems and policies 
 
3.3 Increased rate of recovery 
of endangered marine 
biodiversities 

Regional monitoring 
reports  
 
Report of Civil 
Protection 
 
Watershed / water 
basin management 
Authorities 
 
International 
Environmental and 
Marine Resources 
Agencies 

Political will for transparent 
regional cooperation and 
common/regional monitoring 
infrastructure  
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES 3.1.1 Developing applied research 
in water saving and use of non-
conventional waters  
3.1.2 Cultural heritage biodiversities 
3.1.3 Developing means to 
strengthen biodiversity protection 
3.1.4 Adoption of common water 
strategy 
3.1.5 Developing means of trans-
water basin cooperation 
3.1.6 Capacity building aiming at 
networking and research mobility 
3.1.7 Strengthening societal and 
water users empowerment 
 

3.2.1 Developing model of risk 
governance 
3.3.2 Common and regional 
monitoring, and trans-national 
cooperation based on regional 
observatory supporting alert 
models 
 

3.3.1Depollution of Mediterranean 
3.3.2 Coastal zone management 
Pollution sources management 
3.3.3 Developing sustainable 
fisheries and aquaculture systems   
3.3.4 Inter-institutional networking 
to enhance common quality 
strategy for the Mediterranean sea 
3.3.5 Building a regional co-
ownership in managing 
Mediterranean water quality 

Financial resources engaged  
 
Number funded projects 
 
Number of research 
institutions involved 
 
Rate stakeholders / SMEs/ 
researchers in projects 
 
Quality of regional 
guidelines/strategies, 
protection plans and alert 
systems 
 
 

EC Cordis 
 
Publications 
 
Project reports 
 
Programme 
monitoring report 

 

High interest of society to be 
engaged in research dialogue 
on key societal challenges 
 
Political will to invest in 
environmental research  
 
Political stability  

    Precondition:  
Availability of resources 
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Annex 4: Logical Framework – Governance dimension 

 INTERVENTION LOGIC INDICATORS 

 

SOURCE OF DATA ASSUMPTIONS & RISKS 

OVERALL 
OBJECTIVE 

Sustainable development of the Euro-
Mediterranean area 

Jobs from innovative 
research 
 
Quality of innovation 
landscape / ecosystem 

International Research 
Agencies 
 
EU reports 

 

SPECIFIC 
OBJECTIVE 

 

4. Sound governance of national 
research systems  
  

4.1 Level of International 
opening / dimension 
4.2 Inclusive 
Mediterranean research  
framework programme in 
10 years 

National research 
statistics 
 

Political willingness to build 
an integrated Euro-
Mediterranean Research 
Area 

RESULTS 
 
 

4.1 Increased participation process in 
research  

4.2 Effective allocation of resources for 
research  
4.3 Enabled competitive  
research/Enhanced innovation  
4.4 High capacity of research up-take  
4.5 Strengthened international 
cooperation on research & innovation  
 

4.1 Degree of 
responsiveness to societal 
needs 
4.2 Total funds for 
research/Fund for key 
challenges   
4.3 Increased N. of patents 
in key challenges 
4.4 Quantity of research 
results  used by industry 
4.5 Overall turnover / year 
of researchers and 
stakeholders in research 
cooperation 

Research Council 
Annual Reports 
 
Research Ministries 
Annual Report 
 
European Commission 
research reports / 
communications 
 

Political will for regional 
cooperation based on a 
common Mediterranean 
research policy 

ACTIVITIES 4.1.1 Including dialogue with civil 
society and stakeholders in applied 
research.  
4.2.1 Developing support action 
including capacity building and 
networking on research proposal 
making and cooperation.   
4.2.2 Support actions for inter-
institutional and trans-sector joint 
actions on strategic challenges. 
4.3.1 Including more dialogue between 
research and private sectors as well as 
civil society in research activities.  
4.3.2 Including research-investors-
stakeholders brokerage in research 
actions .  
4.3.3 Including Mediterranean awards 
for innovative processes with high 
sustainability 
4.4.1 Developing clear frame of criteria 
and indicators for the evaluation of 
research uptake in dissemination work 
packages of research projects  
4.4.2 Developing clear dissemination 
plan outlining stakeholders and 
beneficiaries addressed by research.  
4.5.1 Launch of mobility schemes in 
relation to strategic challenges 
4.5.2 Supporting regional actions and 
cooperation on strategic challenges  
4.5.3 Intra-regional networking 
initiatives among research actors 

Quality of dialogue 
between researchers-civil 
society-private enterprise 
 
Intensity of capacity 
building responding to real 
needs 
 
Quality and capacity to 
tackle research in strategic 
societal challenegs  
 
Investments in research 
 
Number of brokerage 
events 
 
Quality of dissemination 
and outreaching plans in 
research actions 
 
Number of mobility 
schemes / exchanges 
 
Mobility towards South 
Mediterranean Countries 
 
Number of networks and 
rate of participant 
diversity 

National reports 
 
Project reports 
 
 

High interest of society to be 
engaged in research dialogue 
on key societal challenges 
 
Political will to invest in 
research  
 
Research is priority in 
national agendas  

    Precondition: Political 
willingness 
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DRAFT 
DRAFT by the coordinator of MED-SPRING, C.Bogliotti  

for further discussion and analysis of PRIMA Working Group 
  

(July, 2013) 
 
 

A brief outline PRIMA main challenge “Towards a healthy and sustainable Euro-Mediterranean society”  
 
 
Introduction 
 
The objective of this paper is to provide a brief outline of the main challenge and thematic orientation to be addressed 
by P.R.I.M.A. under Article 185.  This thematic orientation has been designed on the base of a preliminary mapping1 of 
recent and ongoing main bilateral and multilateral research cooperation agreements between Member States /Associate 
Countries and Mediterranean Partner Countries.  The mapping allowed the identification of main themes and key 
concerns in the region, and specific research sectors in which mobilization of resources is relevant and required.   The 
different themes have been federated under one main challenge. 
 
The outcomes of major Euro-Mediterranean conference events (Barcelona Conference, 2012) and expert 
studies/stocktaking (MIRA-CRIA, 2012, MedSpring-EMEG, 2013) were also considered.   
 
Analysis and discussion 
 
There are evidences that the Mediterranean region is undergoing rapid demographic, socio-economic, political and 
climate changes that threaten the bulk of the eco-system, including the well-being of people.  Unavoidably, the 
consequences of these phenomena are expected to impact on the sustainable development of the Mediterranean region, 
yet some of the South Mediterranean Countries are already experiencing some of these effects. The capacity of the 
Mediterranean region to adapt and respond positively to the above changes - ensuring sustainable development and 
healthy society - depends on the resilience of the bulk of the system (FAO, 2013; European Commission 2011)   
 
The geographical and physical features of the region allowed through the millennia an intense cultural and commercial 
exchange between north and south shores and created conditions of interdependence among all the country of the 
Mediterranean rim as they share similar climatic and landscape conditions as well as resources, particularly the 
Mediterranean sea. This condition calls today for high level of Euro-Mediterranean co-responsibility and co-ownership 
to ensure the sustainable management of common resources, regional socio-economic growth and stability. 
     
 
Mono-thematic and exclusive approach proved to be inadequate to correctly address the sustainable development of the 
region. This is due to the strong inter-linkages and inter-dependences existing among environmental, social, economic 
and institutional drivers and variables.  In the Mediterranean, water, biodiversities and energy2 are the basic resources to 
ensure availability of food, jobs, human development and well being. On the other hand, good health and welfare are 
determined by the access to high quality food (with high nutritional value), which in turn depends on safe water quality 
and sustainable agricultural water supply. Sustainable energy production depends on socio-economic development as 
well as on demand for food, water, materials, processes and technology. Moreover, biodiversities depend on water 
quality and availability. Thus, water is by far the most important and vulnerable resource in the Mediterranean region.  
 
Seen the above main picture, there are no doubts that an important action like P.R.I.M.A. cannot be based on a mono-
thematic research cooperation scheme but it should rather develop joint initiative accounting for the well balanced 
integration of Energy, Environment, Food and Health themes.  This would allow federating and addressing the 
different issues and concerns described above under one overarching challenge, namely “A healthy and sustainable 
Euro-Mediterranean Society”.  Figure 1 shows the P.R.I.M.A. thematic orientation scheme. 
 
The successful implementation of an ambitious action like P.R.I.M.A. depends on the capacity of integration and 
development of a “balanced” holistic approach to a sustainable healthy society, while ensuring capacity to manage 
complexity within and among the above four themes.  Nevertheless, an action like P.R.I.M.A, although addressing an 

                                                 
1 Mapping was carried out with the help of “MedSpring”, the FP7 Mediterranean Inconet support action (this activity was planned in Work 
Packages 6 and 7). The outcomes of mapping were discussed in a Euro-Mediterranean stakeholder meeting organized in Beirut on 11-12 July 2013.  
2
Local large availability of solar energy. 
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ambitious challenge, cannot deal with a too high number of variables and themes.  Therefore, specific sub-themes or 
focus were indentified for each major theme and hereafter shortly described. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1 – Challenge and themes addressed by P.R.I.M.A. 

 
 
Energy 
 
The region is undergoing an increasing energy demand which can hardly be satisfied according to forecasts.  This trend 
will trigger a more dramatic scenario in areas of limited water availability and food un-security, in absence of a 
common regional strategy. Main problems are well known (Barcelona, 2012) and need concrete answers, particularly in 
relation to the need of achieving a sustainable economic growth and competitiveness in the region and policy 
development.   
 
There is need to capitalize on local large availability of renewable energy (e.g. solar, eolic), by developing adapted 
packages of solutions both in terms of supply and demand. There is also need to promote the integrated penetration of 
renewable energy solutions, together with energy efficiency and take into account cultural heritage. 
 
The following specific themes need attention: i) renewable energy, ii) energy efficiency; iii) smart grids, iv) 
applications in water management. 
  
Environment 
 
Freshwaters, biodiversities and marine ecosystem are important yet vulnerable resources in the Mediterranean region.  
The major problems of freshwater resources management in the region arise from the pressure to meet the increasing 
food and domestic water needs in areas characterized by high-density or by fast-growing population and concentration 
in coastal areas 3, water scarcity or limited water availability, in some cases exacerbated by extreme climate variability. 
Increased cost of energy production coupled with water scarcity, deteriorated water quality and overexploitation of 
resources often results in deficiency in food production, increased pollution threats to both terrestrial and marine 
environment, consequently affecting health (water sanitation). 
 
Thus, the major sub-themes which will be addressed are: i) efficient use of water resources, ii) sustainable management 
of biodiversities, ii) marine eco-system, deep and costal pollution. 
 
 
 
Food 
 
Food is strategic for the well-being of the Mediterranean populations.  At recent G8 and G20 Summits it was  
acknowledged that coordination at global level is needed to meet the new challenge of food security, which is an 

                                                 
3 Today, 82 million people live in coastal cities.  Blue Plan of UNEP-MAP estimates that by 2025 there will be 150-170 million people living there.  
Assuming stability in the area, over 100 million tourists flock to Mediterranean beaches every year and this number is expected to double by 2025, 
bringing huge seasonal population pressures (Proceeding Barcelona Conference, 2012).  
 

 

Towards a Healthy 
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Metabolic -
Infectious diseases 

Vector-food borne 
diseases 

Sustainable 
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and security 

Innovation in 
food-chain 

Renewable energy and 
energy efficiency 
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Water and 
biodiversities 

Marine ecosystem, deep 
and coastal pollution 

Risk management 
in natural hazards 
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upside-down scenario in comparison to what prevail in the last years of the 20th century, when food seemed relatively 
plentiful.  It is certainly no coincidence that the “Arab Spring” was initially triggered as riots for bread, a social symbol 
as well as a staple food.   
 
Food security and affordable food quality is a serious emerging problem in the Mediterranean, particularly in rural arid 
and semi-arid areas.  Food in these areas has strong interdependence with water scarcity, health, energy, demographic 
growth, climatic change and environmental threats.  In response to the several global socio-economic and 
environmental pressures there is an increased demand for high quality food products obtained in an ecologically 
sustainable way, calling for a substantial change of approach to agricultural production in rural areas, and accounting 
for post harvesting processes and logistics (MedSpring-EMEG, 2013). 
 
 
Seen the above background, there is need to focus on food security and sustainable agriculture, accounting for the need 
of enhancing innovative food-chain.  This implies addressing to: i) promoting Mediterranean sustainable agricultural 
production and post harvesting innovative technologies, ii) food security, iii) developing innovation in local food chain 
with particular regards to transport / logistics.  
 
Health 
 
Metabolic, infectious diseases and food-environmentally borne diseases (eg.: diabetes) continue to grow and are some 
of the leading causes of death globally.  Addressing them constitutes one of the major challenges for the well-being of 
the Mediterranean people and would substantially contribute to enhance healthy society.  These diseases are the results 
of the exposure of individual and communities to negative cultural, environmental and nutritional factors and 
conditions.  Prevention and treatment must cope with a number of factors ranging from genetic predisposition to diet 
and nutrition (food quality and quantity), water (water quality and scarcity), living environment (terrestrial and marine), 
individual lifestyle and community factors.  The above diseases are not limited by geographical boundaries in the 
Mediterranean and they are becoming a global burden for the whole Mediterranean community.   
 
Emerging infectious diseases are taken as a representative example and model of health issues in a changing 
environment.  Scientific evidence supports that emerging infectious diseases are linked to modification trends related to 
climate, pest and wildlife ecology, animal husbandry, social structure as well as travelling of people, foods and 
livestock.  These diseases definitely call for the need to an holistic approach and links with environment and food as 
well as energy.  
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