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Treaty of Lisbon
Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)

 Treaties under international law, in force since Dec 2009

» Legal basis of the European Union
« TFEU: Sets out details on the role, policies and operation of the EU

In Art 179 the ERA is anchored for the first time in primary legislation

Art 180: the Union shall carry out the following activities, complementing the
activities carried out in the Member States:

(b) promotion of cooperation in the field of Union R&D with third
countries and international organisations

Art 181 para 1: stronger coordination of R&D policies between the Union
and the Member States to ensure mutual consistency
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* 5th freedom: free circulation of researchers and
knowledge

* It is about the interplay, cooperation and joint
activities on different levels: EU, national,
regional, sectoral... and international

» Keyplayers: national ministries, industry,
research organisations, universities, transnational
research organisations and the European Union

 Thus: Is not only the 28 national research
systems plus EU

* Objective: ERA and its building blocks to be
more open, inter-operable and inter-connected

* International Cooperation: key for ERA
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Improved framework conditions in order to complement the monetary
funding of the framework programmes for R&l:

» enhanced efficiency, cost reduction, diminution of
bureaucracy

» Harmonisation and de-fragmentation of research landscape
» Stimulation of excellence, equality and innovation

» Pursued targets of Europe 2020 Strategy resulting in growth and
jobs

Since 2007, the European Research Area has made great progress in
close cooperation of Member States, European Commission and
Stakeholders.
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The Five Key ERA Priorities

1. More effective national research
systems

2. Optimal transnational co-
operation and competition

3. An open labour market for
researchers

4. Gender equality and gender
mainstreaming in research

5. Optimal Circulation and Transfer of
Knowledge including via Digital ERA
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 European Research Framework Programmes:
biggest building block of ERA, instruments: ERANET,
ERANET +, Art 185, PPPs (JTIs, ETPS) etc.

 Joint Activities: between different stakeholders on
EU, national, regional, institutional etc. level, e.g.
through JPIs
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ERANET, ERANET +, Art 185 in FP7

[

ERA-Net

Cooperation People
ERA-Net +

(FP7)

Capacities
Art. 185

International oherent with othe Simplified Access
Cooperation EU/MS measures P
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» Since FP6, main instrument for fostering cooperation and coordination
of research activities on national and regional level

» Objectives:
— Networking and mutual opening of research programmes
— Development and implementation of joint activities

— Kick off for long term cooperation, beyond the project phase of an
ERANET

» Participants: programme owner and —manager
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Instrument for fostering transnational cooperation and coordination
EC provides funding for joint calls — so called ,top up® funding
Max 33% top up funding from EC for joint calls

Top up funds not available for management and coordination — only
for research

Implementing partners have to apply for ,topping-up” for each call
Dedicated Calls: topic according to FP7 work programme
Joint funding volume: needs to be higher than 5 Mio €
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Article 185 TFEU (ex Article 169 TEC):

. “In implementing the multiannual framework programme, the Union may make provision, in
agreement with the Member States concerned, for participation in research and development
programmes undertaken by several Member States, including participation in the structures created
for the execution of those programmes”

. =» Participating Member States are the driving force

. =» Commission proposes formally to Council and Parliament
. (Commission “designs” the proposal and ex-ante |1A)

. =» Parliament and Council ’ordinary legislative procedure”

. = Economic and Social Committee is consulted
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* Relevance for EU and Society

» Critical mass mobilising

» Basis must be there: pilot phase or prior joint activities

* It has to be proven that Art 185 is the optimal instrument

« EUROSTARS (SME Cooperation in EUREKA),

« BONUS (Baltic Sea research),

« AAL (Ambient Assisted Living),

« EMRP (Metrology).

« EDCTP (European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership)



http://www.eureka.dlr.de/de/194.php
http://www.bonusportal.org/
http://www.aal-europe.eu/
http://www.euramet.org/
http://www.edctp.org/
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Criteria Art. 185

Initiator Proposal of COM (based on
MS initiative)

Need for existing Yes (If no national or regional

programmes programme exists, other
ways of committed funding,
like a budget line or a new
programme should be
established

Duration limits Usually 5 years and more,

but no formal requirement
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Criteria

Need for a Legal Structure

Actors (org. type),
hierarchy/Role of Member
States

Role of Commission

Complexity of formal
decisions
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Art. 185

Yes (Dedicated
iImplementation structure)

Any legal entity endorsed by
Member States. Usually
funding agencies or other
public bodies.

In the preparation and set-up:
high

In the implementation:
medium

Very heavy (Co-decision)
Medium to very complex and
largely depending on the
chosen legal framework




Federal Ministry
of Education

EU B and Research

EU-BURODES BMBF

ERA-NET Like in FP6: Coordination of programmes
v MS agree and fund joint calls/programmes
v' EU funding only for coordination

ERA-NET
Plus v New in FP7: To up of a single joint call

v MS contribute to a joint trans-national call 2/3
v EU funding for research: 1/3 of the joint call

Art. 185

Full integration of national programmes at 3 levels"
v (1) Scientific and (2) financial between MS & EU
v (3) Management: Single implementing structure
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= Merger of ERA-NET and ERA-NET Plus with compulsory call: Focus is shifting
from funding of networks to the top-up funding of individual joint calls for
transnational research and innovation in selected areas (European added value,
relevance for Horizon 2020)

= Flexibility for consortia:
a) only implementation and follow-up of the single call or,
b) in addition, networking and other activities including further calls without top-up
funding (simplified description and reporting).

= Transparent implementation via calls with extended scope:
All ERA-NET actions are based on calls with proposal evaluation and selection according
to H2020 standards:
- Majority to continue with calls for proposals based on grants to third parties (“‘cascading
grants’)
- Calls for proposals for governmental research organisations based on in-kind
contributions from their institutional funding (e.g. IMERA+)
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= EU contribution mainly output based: The EU contribution is mainly a proportional
contribution to total public funding of the joint call (as today in ERA-NET Plus). An
additional EU contribution as a fixed amount per partner per year (lump sum) may be
requested by consortia for additional activities (networking and other activities and joint
actions including additional calls without top-up funding).

= Stable reimbursement rates: ERA-NET Plus reimbursement rate from FP7 (33%)
should be maintained.

= Developed in consultation with users and other services

= Approach needs to be confirmed by the hierarchy
(in particular scope, simplification, financial provisions)
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(Art.20 Commission Proposal)

(a) an ERA-NET instrument using grants to support public-public partnerships in their
preparation, establishment of networking structures, design, implementation and
coordination of joint activities as well as topping up of individual joint calls and of
actions of a transnational nature;

For the purposes of point (a), top-up funding shall be conditional on a significant level
of prior financial commitments of the participating entities to the joint calls and
actions. The ERA-NET instrument may include an objective to harmonise rules
and implementation modalities of the joint calls and actions. It may also be used
in order to prepare for an initiative pursuant to Article 185 TFEU.
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Implemented based on grants by using programme co-fund actions
= specific actions, using mainly cascading of financing

Horizon 2020 rules for participation do not apply to the calls launched by ERA-NETs
= national rules for funding can be maintained

Possibility for grants to named beneficiaries and framework partnership agreements

=» possibility to simplify implementation,
e.g. not via open calls
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Europe 2020 Strategy — Lead Initiative Innovation Union

Horizon 2020

i. Excellent
Science

(new) ERA-Net ii. Industrial
Leadership

lii. Societal
Challenges

Art. 185

Common Rules, Toolkit
of Funding Schemes

International Coherent with other ) -
T y—— Simplified Access
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« Cooperation with European Member States on equal footing
» Access to knowledge: works both ways

 High Visibility

 Leverage effect over bilateral cooperation agreements

« Jointly agreed funding modalities and topics — more efficiency,
reduction of bureaucratic burden and costs

* De-fragmentation
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Thank you for your attention



