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1. Summary

Within the MedSpring Project's activities, S-COM, LVIA and CIHEAM-IAMB organized a
Digital Workshop entitled “Digital Round Table: Civil Society's Perspective on Food
Security” on 17 September 2014. With a view on establishing a more structured dialogue
with civil society, on the one hand, and on substantiating the work of EMEG, on the other
hand, the workshop brought together two representatives of civil society to discuss the theme
of food security. With the collaboration of Hamid el-Bilali (CIHEAM-IAMB) as a discussant,
Cinzia Scaffidi (Slow Food ltaly) and Saadia Zrira (Association ASSID for Sustainable
Development) shared their views on the topic of food security. The “Digital Round Table”
was broadcasted live and the video of the Round Table is publicly available at:
http://agora.medspring.eu/en/content/civil-societys-perspective-food-security

2. Introduction and rationale

As part of the activities of the WP4, the organization of the “Digital Round Table” had the
general objective to contribute to stimulating participation and discussion of civil society and
stakeholders on research and innovation accounting for the selected societal challenges via
digital channels.

The “Digital Round Table” on food security is the first of three digital workshops foreseen
during the duration of MedSpring project. S-COM, LVIA, and CIHEAM-IAMB decided to
target organized forms of civil society to start building a more solid dialogue between the
partners in the projects and external stakeholders.

The “Digital Round Table” focused on food security as this societal challenge is one of
most debated among civil society's actors (as monitored through AgoraMedSping social
channels) and it has also received greater attention in the H2020 framework.

The “Digital Round Table” was carried out as a google Hangout. This form of video-
conference was chosen as it allows to broadcast the video live and to register the video. It is
then an easy-to-use technology that does not present technical barriers.

3. Preparation of the Digital Round Table

The preparation of the digital workshop was realized by involving three action partners and
an informal network of stakeholders.

Particularly, the preparation phase involved:

— The Italian NGOs platform FOCSIV — Volontari nel mondo (www.focsiv.it)
— The international food-focused NGO SLOW FOOD (www.slowfood.com)
— The North South Centre of the Council of Europe, whose Global Education Week

2014 is dedicated to the theme “Food Security”
(http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/GE/GEW _en.asp )

The informal network of stakeholders involved the following organizations:

— UNCCD - United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
— CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity

— UNFCCC - UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

— UNDP - UN Development Programme

Page 3 of 7



Quality Control Plan Grant Agreement n° 311780

— 1ISD (Canada) - International Institute for Sustainable Development

— DesertNet International - Scientific Network for International Research on
Desertification

— CGIAR Consortium/ICARDA (Tunisi)

— INRA Maroc (Settat, Marrakesh)

— INRA Tunisie

— INRA Algerie

— OSS - Observatoire du Sahara et du Sahel (Tunisi)

— ICARDA Tunis

— University of Sassari, Rabat, Salé

— Cicsn, Casablanca

— Anna Lindh Foundation Moroccoan Network

— ATENSF: Association Tunisienne d’Education Nutritionnelle Sans Frontiéres
— UTAP (Union Tunisienne de I'Agriculture et de la Péche)

— SYNAGRI (Syndicat des Agriculteurs)

— ANCSEP (Agence Tunisienne de contrble sanitaire et environnemental des produits)

The promotion of the Digital Round Table was organized through AgoraMedSpring social
media channel (Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn).

594 ||
Following

637 |
Followers

2
Mentions

1.39K |
Mention Reach

1
Retweets

37
Retweet Reach

Social Outreach of the Dissemination (Twitter)
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Faid [N P C M,

Social Outreach of the Dissemination (Facebook)

4. Digital Round Table
Participants
The following experts participated in the Digital Round Table:

Cinzia Scaffidi. During the Nineties, she published several historical-philosophical research
papers, and has been adopting the same cross-disciplinary approach in her scientific studies.
Before joining Slow Food in 1992, she has been working as a journalist and teacher, also
being active in the field of international cooperation. She debuted as editor-in-chief of the
Slow Food magazine, and later contributed to the Slow Food website’s construction. In 2000,
she directed the Slow Food Awards for the Defence of Biodiversity, and since 2004 she has
been figuring among the coordinators of Terra Madre meetings. She is currently board
member and executive committee of Slow Food lItalia and Director of the Slow Food Study
Centre. She is professor at the University of Gastronomic Sciences of Pollenzo, and author
of three books: Guarda Che Mare (2007) written together with marine biologist Silvio Greco,
Sementi e diritti (2008) born from the collaboration with Stefano Masini, and Mangia come
parli: come & cambiato il vocabolario del cibo (2014), all published by Slow Food Editore.

Saadia Zrira. Researcher and lecturer at the Institut Agronomique etVétérinaire (IAV)
Hassan Il, Rabat, from where she obtained her PhD in 1992. She also has BS, DEA and MS
degrees in applied engineering from this institution. Prof. Zrira has undertaken extensive
research into aromatic and medicinal plants and local products. Her fields of interest include
the technology of extraction, quality control and gender issues. She is an international
consultant for many international organizations (e.g. IFAD, FAO, UNDP, ICARDA, ISDB) in
the fields of aromatic and medicinal plants, local products and gender issues. She is the
president of the Association ASSID for Sustainable Development, which the goal is to fight
poverty and help women to improve their live conditions by implementing generating income
projects and insuring food security.

Miquel Silva. North-South Centre Global Education programme Manager. Due to technical
reasons, Mr Silva was not able to participate in the Digital Workshop. However, Mr Miguel
Silva expressed his interest in continuing the collaboration with AgoraMedSpring and this
was followed by an announced presentation during the GEW (Global Education Week)
seminar made by Mr. Igor Bringhen (LVIA) in Mollina (Spain) on 23rd of September 2014.
During the presentation, it was agreed that GEW and MedSpring Agora can reinforce
reciprocally their actions by establishing effective info and practices exchanges between their
networks and by disseminating them among their targets.
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Hamid El Bilali (discussant) Hamid El Bilali (1979) graduated in agronomy from the Hassan
Il Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine (IAV-Hassan-1l) in Rabat, Morocco. He is
currently a researcher and consultant in the Sustainable Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development department of the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari (CIHEAM-MAIB).
He holds a MSc in organic agriculture (CIHEAM-MAIB) and a PhD in agriculture and
environment chemistry (University of Bari, ltaly; 2008). He has been engaged in research,
training and cooperation activities relating to the Mediterranean Diet, sustainable food
consumption and production, typical products, food quality and safety, the diversification of
rural livelihoods, rural governance and local institutions. He is the author of several scientific
publications (more than 80 scientific papers and proceedings/communications).

Key themes

Dr. Scaffidi highlighted in her talk the complexity of food-related issues making reference to
the concepts of food security and food sovereignty as well as the right to food. She pointed
out the importance of consumers' choice in determining the sustainability of food system and
the impacts that our consumption patterns and diets have on the environment including
biodiversity. Apart from consumers also the organised distribution (supermarkets) has
become an important actor in the food system. She shed light on the fact that the current
food system is not sustainable as shown by the high rates of obesity in developed (e.g. Italy)
as well developing countries. Food waste is another symptom of food system un-
sustainability.

In her talk Dr. Scaffidi addressed the issue of food policy and stressed the fact that there is
no such a thing as an effective food policy in Italy in particular and the European Union in
general. However, there is the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) that is biased to farmers.
In other words it defends mainly the interests of farmers without paying necessary attention
to consumer needs. She also talked about rural development policy in the EU and
highlighted its relevance for conserving biodiversity and rural landscape. She highlighted the
importance of designing tailored and territorial solutions to address food and nutrition
insecurity and also interdependences between food and other sectors such as agriculture,
health and environment.

Furthermore, she analysed the governance systems of two successful initiatives of Slow
Food that are related to the topic of food security and sovereignty:

— Slow Food Presidia for the conservation biodiversity
— 10,000 Gardens in Africa for promoting food sovereignty in poor African communities

Terra Madre is another example of a successful food-related event that is promoted by the
civil society, as Slow Food is a non-governmental organisation, for the civil society especially
rural communities and small-scale producer organisations. It gathers different actors of the
food system (farmers, fishermen, herders, chefs) thus fostering exchange and dissemination
of experience, information and good practices.

As a conclusion Dr. Scaffidi highlighted that it is crucial to raise awareness among
consumers about the issue of food sustainability through education and information activities.
Only aware and well-informed consumers can contribute to transition towards a more
sustainable food system. She also stressed the importance of fostering innovation in the
whole food chain. However, she pointed out that what is needed are innovations that address
the problems and challenges faced by farmers and the needs of consumers. Therefore,
research in agricultural and food fields should be better tailored.
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Prof. Zrira talked about public-civil society partnership for addressing rural poverty and food
insecurity problems in Morocco’s rural areas. One example of such a collaboration in which
she was involved regards the support of woman associations in rural areas of Morocco.

She also presented the Green Morocco Plan; the main countrywide strategy for the
development of agriculture in Morocco. It has two pillars: the first one is dedicated to
increasing productivity and profitability of modern agriculture while the second one focus on
improving the resilience of rural communities whose livelihood is based on traditional, family
and small-scale agriculture. Regarding the second pillar one of the most important activities
is that of aggregation of smallholders in cooperatives and associations in order to make
easier their access to markets. Doing so the ultimate objective is to alleviate rural poverty
thus addressing also the problem of food insecurity as one the pillars of food security is
economic accessibility.

Another worth-mentioning initiative in Morocco to address the issue of poverty is the National
Initiative for Human Development that aims at fostering social inclusion, capacity building
and empowerment of the poor with a special focus on women and population of marginal
rural areas. This is achieved through the development of different income-generating
activities. As a conclusion, Prof. Zrira stressed the importance of addressing the problem of
poverty in achieving food and nutrition security and the role that women and their
organisations can play in Moroccan rural areas. Therefore, she insisted on the need to
support and empower them.

5. Conclusion

The organization of the “Digital Round Table: Civil Society's Perspective on Food
Security” was successful at three in two respects:

e First, the diversity of the points of view expressed by the participants to the “Digital
Round Table” contributed to feed the dialogue on one of the societal challenges
addressed by the project —food security;

e Second, the organization of the “Digital Round Table” showed the potential of
exploiting web technologies within the projects in order to carry out some of the
activities of the project;

e Third, the organization of the “Digital Round Table” opened new possibilities for
expanding the network of stakeholders, especially in collaboration with the network of
the Global Education Week.
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